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Supporters outside the U.S. Supreme Court on Monday cheer Mark Janus, an Illinois government employee who objects to paying union dues. 


Court appears split on 
question of 


Case of Illinois 
state worker could 
hinge on Gorsuch 


By DAVID G. SAVAGE 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The 
Supreme Court debated Monday 
whether to allow more than 5 
million public employees to stop 
supporting their unions, casting 
doubt on the future strength of 
organized labor in Illinois, Cali- 
fornia and more than 20 other 
states. 

The outcome may turn on how 
closely the court’s newest mem- 
ber, Justice Neil Gorsuch, follows 
the words of his judicial hero, the 
late Justice Antonin Scalia. 

A defeat for the public-sector 
unions would undercut their fi- 


ALEX WONG/GETTY 


union dues 


At the court, Rauner 
backs plaintiff’s case 


Gov. Bruce Rauner watched U.S. 
Supreme Court arguments in the 
union fees case that was sparked 
by his executive order in 2015. 
Rauner was there in support of 
the Illinois plaintiff’s case. 
Nation & World, Page 8 


nancing, weaken their political 
clout and perhaps trigger a sharp 
drop in their membership. 

If the high court rules that no 
public employee may be required 
to pay a fee to support the union, 
labor leaders worry that many 
workers may opt to quit paying. 

Because public-sector unions 
provide major support to the 
Democratic Party, weakening 


them has been a longtime goal of 
conservative groups. 

During Monday’s argument, 
the justices appeared split along 
the usual ideological lines. 

Four of the court’s conserva- 
tives, including in this instance 
Justice Anthony Kennedy, made 
clear they want to strike down the 
forced fees. 

They agreed with a lawyer for 


Mark Janus, an Illinois state 
employee who objects to paying 
$45 amonth to support his union, 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employ- 
ees. Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner 
launched the lawsuit challenging 
the forced fees as unconstitu- 
tional, and Janus became the 
plaintiff after a court dropped the 
governor from the case because 
he did not have personal legal 
standing to fight the fees. 

William Messenger, an attor- 
ney for the National Right to 
Work Foundation, argued that no 
government worker should be 
forced to support a union and its 
political demands as a condition 
of holding his job. 

“Here, collective bargaining is 
core political activity? he said, 
since unions are seeking higher 
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Graduate student 
workers on strike 


University of Illinois graduate 
student employees went on 
strike Monday at the Urbana- 
Champaign campus after 
last-minute negotiations failed 
to end a contract dispute that 
has lasted nearly a year. 
Chicagoland, Page 4 


Bears, Hawks 
unload to rebuild 


Bears: Linebacker Pernell 
McPhee, above, and safety 
Quintin Demps were released. 
“T was sort of surprised but 
just because of the disappoint- 
ment in myself” said McPhee, 
who was three years into a 
five-year, $38.75 million deal. 


Blackhawks: Forwards Ryan 
Hartman and Tommy Wingels 
were traded at the deadline in 
moves that leave the team with 
nine draft picks, two in the 
first round. Chicago Sports 


“I felt happy, finally I’m in a peaceful place.” 


— Maryori Urbina-Contreras, 17, immigrant from Honduras 


Honduran 
girl makes 
last bid to 

stay in U.S. 


Judge to decide if 
teen, here illegally, 
should be deported 


By ELVIA MALAGON 
Chicago Tribune 


Like most teens, Maryori 
Urbina-Contreras talks about 
her life in the future tense: 
getting her driver’s license in a 
few more months, finding a 
part-time job, taking senior year 
classes at Waukegan High 
School in English now that she 
has a command of the language. 

For the Honduras-born girl, 
who is living in the country 
illegally, reaching those mile- 
stones in the United States is far 
from certain. Her fate is in the 
hands of a Chicago immigration 
judge who could decide as soon 
as Wednesday whether she’ll be 
granted her request for asylum 
or be deported. Four years ago, 
the now 17-year-old fled Hon- 
duras by herself — part of a wave 
of minors escaping violence in 
mostly Central American coun- 
tries — in search of a safe place to 
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Maryori Urbina-Contreras looks at photos from Honduras with her 
sister Valeria Ruiz, 8, at their home in Waukegan. 


live. Her story was chronicled a 
year later, in 2015, in the Tribune. 

What’s expected to be her 
final immigration hearing 
Wednesday comes as debate 
rages on the issue of who should 
be allowed to come to — or stay 
in — this country. President 
Donald Trump has pushed for 
creating a wall at the Mexico 
border and ending the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, commonly known as 
DACA, which allowed “Dream- 
ers” — those who arrived in this 
country when they were minors 
without documentation — to 
work and go to school with alow 
risk of deportation. 

Maryori doesn’t meet the 


“Dreamer” qualifications; the 
program requires her to have 
arrived in this country at age 16 
or younger and to have lived 
here continuously since 2007. 
She is making a bid for asylum, a 
tough argument in the court 
system, considering Hondurans 
have faced a 78 percent denial 
rate nationwide. Her attorney 
argues the teen can’t live in her 
home country because of the 
incessant gang violence that led 
to her witnessing and becoming 
the target of violent robberies. 
But advocates for immigra- 
tion reduction, like the Federa- 
tion for American Immigration 
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O’Hare 
proposal: 
5 things 
to watch 


$8.5 billion airport 
expansion may affect 
noise and road plans 


By Mary WISNIEWSKI 
Chicago Tribune 


With Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
and Chicago airline carriers in 
the final stages of negotiating a 
$8.5 billion deal to expand 
O’Hare International Airport, 
there is already talk about how 
the project will reverberate be- 
yond the shiny new terminal and 
gates. 

The eight-year plan, which 
involves tearing down Terminal 
2 to build a new 


“Global Terminal” Page 5: 
with wider con- Mayor 
courses and gates begins 

for the larger air- making 
craftusedininter- O’Hare 
national flights, sales pitch 
would be the big- 


gest and most ex- 

pensive reconstruction project 
in the airport’s 73-year history. 
The goal is to not only increase 
the number of international 
flights, but also create more 
room for domestic carriers and 
reduce gridlock and delays. 

If the city is able to get the 
project financed and underway, 
the ripple effects could include 
more noise and pollution in the 
city and suburbs, more traffic, 
and possibly new roads and a 
new rail line. Here are five things 
to watch for: 


More noise 


More gates at the airport 
could translate to more jets 
arriving and departing, and that 
will mean more jet noise, espe- 
cially for communities east and 
west of the airport. 
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Out-of-state 
abortions 
in Illinois 
on the rise 


More restrictive laws 
of Midwest neighbors 
cited among reasons 


By ANGIE LEVENTIS 
LOURGOS 
Chicago Tribune 


When Alison Dreith learned 
of her unplanned pregnancy, the 
St. Louis resident said she chose 
to travel to Illinois to have an 
abortion in 2016. 

She is executive director of 
NARAL Pro-Choice Missouri 
and lived closer to a Planned 
Parenthood clinic in St. Louis 
where she used to work and 
knew some of the staff. But 
Dreith said Missouri’s 72-hour 
waiting period and other regula- 
tions made terminating a preg- 
nancy far more burdensome in 
her state. 

“I knew Missouri’s laws,” she 
said. “I never even thought twice 
about making the decision to go 
to Illinois.” 

More women appear to be 
traveling from out of state to 
have an abortion in Illinois even 
as the total number of termi- 
nated pregnancies statewide de- 
creased, according to the most 
recent figures from the Illinois 
Department of Public Health. 

Dreith is among the 4,543 
women who crossed the state 
border to terminate a pregnancy 
in 2016, an increase from the 
3,210 abortions provided to out- 
of-state women reported in the 
previous year, based on a state 
report released in December. 
Overall, abortions in Illinois 
dropped from 39,856 in 2015 to 
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Sek Tom Skilling’s forecast High 63 Low 43 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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